District Executive Council Meeting

San Marcos, Texas

July 11, 2009

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by District Governor Margaret Cathey, DTM. Linda Williams, DTM offered an opening prayer. Grace Jennings, DTM read the District Mission. The official welcome was presented as a rap by the Trio, District Governor Margaret Cathey, DTM, LGET Grace Jennings, DTM, and LGM Linda Williams, DTM.
Roll Call and Certification of Quorum – District Secretary Tim Williams, ACS ALB, called roll. Thirty-two of 43 DEC members were present. Twenty-two members being required for a quorum, the quorum was met.

Adoption of Agenda – Moved and seconded. The agenda was adopted.

Approval of the Minutes – Minutes of previous meeting had been distributed by email. It was moved, seconded, and voted unanimously that the minutes of the previous meeting be approved.

Treasurer’s Report, May 2009 – The Treasurer’s report was filed by 2008-09 District Treasurer Susan McClure. There was some discussion of spring conference expenses and matters relating to non-profit tax exempt organizations. Copies of the “Request for Reimbursement” forms were distributed, and the District Treasurer gave instructions for completing and submitting them.
District Governor’s Recommendation for appointed District Officers - District Governor Margaret Cathey, DTM asked for approval of the appointments of area governors, district treasurer, district secretary, parliamentarian, public relations officer, and sergeant-at-arms. These were approved unanimously.

Recommendation for Fall 2009 and Spring 2010 contests - District Governor Margaret Cathey, DTM made recommendations for the contest format of the fall and spring speech contests. The fall contest would be Table Topics and Humorous Speech, and the spring contest would be Evaluation and the Toastmasters International Speech Contest. A motion to accept the recommendations was made by Trey Gramann, ACB,ALS and seconded by David Fritzlen, ACS,CL. Motion passed unanimously
Reports by Senior District Officers – 

Immediate Past District Governor Stanley See, DTM remarked that District 55 is now the 11th ranked TI district in the world making it a Select Distinguished District for the first time in its history.


Lieutenant Governor Marketing Linda Williams DTM gave details about the Jack Rabbit Dash, the Club Ambassador Program, and demo kits which she had prepared.


Lieutenant Governor Education and Training Grace Jennings DTM gave a report on the Toastmaster Leadership Institutes in District 55 held on June 27. She passed out pins saying “Ask Me About Toastmasters” and “Friends Don’t Let Friends Give Non-Manual Speeches.”

District Governor Margaret Cathey, DTM encouraged those present to seek the wise counsel of mentors. She had suggestions for better club communication including using bcc’s in emails and updating club web sites. She made the announcement of a possible IBM grant for a new color copier for the district. DEC members who had recently achieved new TM designations were recognized.
Division and Area Governor Reports - division and area governor reports were presented in the following order:

Division L – Sharon Brown, ACB,ALB accompanied by AG’s Karan Sikes, ACB, Tim Hackler, CC, and Anna Sanders, CC.

Division K- John Schmidt, DTM accompanied by AG’s Rey DeVeau, CC,CL, Garrett Onderdonk III, ACS,CL, Ron Sheaffer, ATMG, Scott Killen, ACS,ALB, and Jerry Barrett, ACS.


Division J – Trey Gramann, ACS,ALS accompanied by AG’s Janie Coy, CC,CL, Lisa Park, Betty McDaniel, ACB,ALB, and Taline Manassian, CC.


Division I – Ren Liner, DTM accompanied by AG’s Blanche Pape, ACS,CL, Jan Davis, ACS, Lynda Kohler, CC, and Linda Stough, CC,CL.


Division H – Humberto Vela ACB, CL accompanied by AG’s David Fritzlen, ACS,CL, and M.H. Levine, ACG,CL.


Division G – Report made by AG’s Amy Espinoza, ACB,CL, and Heather Diehl, ACB, in the absence of Division G Governor Gerry Wyant, ACS,ALB.
Other Committee Reports

LGET Grace Jennings, DTM reported about plans for the Fall Conference November 6-7 at the Holiday Inn on the beach in Corpus Christi. The conference will have a 50’s theme.


Jerry Barrett, ACS gave a special report about HPL projects, how to choose them and how to achieve them.
Unfinished Business – none

New Business – none

Announcements – LGM Linda Williams, DTM urged members to pick up their marketing materials before leaving.

Time and Place of Next Meeting – September 12, 2009 same place (San Marcos)

Adjournment – 11:58 AM
